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“Every house requires upkeep. Please 
join us as we help maintain our 
conceptual home.” -John Witty 05’

Thirty one artists – all graduates of the New World School of the Arts high school and college will unite for 
one exhibition in Miami called "Young Blood: Homecoming 2012". This is the fifth installment of Young 
Blood, an annual fundraiser exhibition featuring NWSA high school and college alumni founded by high 
school graduate Michelle Gomez, 08’. The exhibition runs from August 4 through August 25th at the 
Artseen Gallery with an opening reception during Wynwood’s Second Saturday artwalk, August 11th, 
6-9pm. A portion of the sales will benefit the NWSA high school and college visual arts department, which 
helped shape and develop the artistic talents of this group.

A new addition to the Young Blood team will be guest curator, John Witty. “My aim as guest curator will be 
to create a coherent presentation of the cross section of attitudes and media that express our relationship 
to our physical and conceptual home. This can describe a literal place of origin, such as Miami or South 
Florida, as well as the conceptual structures we create to embody more abstract notions of home, like a 
sense of belonging or the recollection of a moment of learning or discovery. Participating artists submitted 
work in an exciting variety of media, investigating notions of home from a range of perspectives, at once 
celebratory, nostalgic, and critical,” says, John Witty; who graduated from NWSA high school in 2005.

"Young Blood: Homecoming 2012" will open to the public during Wynwood's Art Walk on Second 
Saturday, August 11, 2011 from 6-9 PM, and will be on view until August 25, 2012, the date of our closing 
reception. To visit the exhibition, please make an appointment by contacting John Witty at 
youngbloodnwsa@gmail.com. Artseen Gallery is located at 2215 NW 2nd Avenue Miami, FL 33127.

For more information about NWSA's annual Young Blood exhibition please visit our website at 
www.youngbloodnwsa.wordpress.com.

Participating artists:
Roman Arevalo | Barbara Bollini | Grace Berler | Nicole Burko | Tamara Cedre | Morel Doucet | Alice Eagle 
Michelle Carmen Fernandez | Diana Garcia | A.G. Viva | Sheena Klimoski | Matthew Krawcheck | Melissa 
Leandro | Danielle Levine | Ray Lopez | Amanda Madrigal | T. Eliott Mansa | Alexander Moir | Yamel 
Molerio | Nicole Mucher Carlene Muñoz | Adriana Cristina Sánchez | Carlos Sanjurjo | Daniel Santa 
Vincent Serritella | Nicole Serize | Gabriel Sosa | Erika Suhr | Jessica Suhr | Jose Luis Telot | Jovan Karlo 
Villalba
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About the curator, John Witty
John Witty graduated from New World School of the Arts in 2005. After living in Germany for a year as a 
Rotary exchange student, John began studying at Washington University in St. Louis, graduating in 2010 
with majors in printmaking, art history, and German. John’s pursuit of a career in art history has included 
work opportunities in a number of interesting places, including the Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Venice; 
the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art, Sarasota; and the National Gallery of Art, Washington. He is 
currently studying for a master’s degree in art history at Williams College in western Massachusetts. John 
is very excited at this opportunity to work with his fellow alumni to explore the range of artistic production 
of New World graduates.   
        
About the Founding Director, Michelle Gomez
Michelle Gomez was born and raised in sunny Miami, FL where she graduated from the prestigious high 
school; New World School of the Arts (NWSA) in 2008. In 2012, she received her BFA in General Fine 
Arts with a concentration in Curatorial Studies from the Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA) in 
Baltimore, MD. She is the recipient of numerous awards, including the Jacques and Natasha Gelman 
Merit Scholarship, Fanny B Thalheimer Merit Scholarship, Scholastic Art Award Merit Scholarship and the 
National Art Honor Society Merit Scholarship. Gomez has produced many independent curatorial projects 
and programs in Baltimore and Miami. She is the Founding Director of Young Blood; an annual exhibition 
in Miami that showcases alumni from NWSA as a fundraiser for the Visual Art department and is also a 
member of the Program Advisory Committee at Maryland Art Place in Baltimore, MD. Gomez enjoys 
making autobiographical artwork using a wide variety of mediums. Most recently, she has focused on 
digital photography. Her interests in psychology, gender roles and cultural identity are subjects of her 
artistic investigations and curatorial projects. Michelle will pursue her MFA in Curatorial Practice from 
MICA in 2014.

About New World School of the Arts
New World School of the Arts is a center for excellence in the visual and performing arts. It provides a 
comprehensive educational program of artistic training, academic and creative development, and 
preparation for professional careers in the arts. New World School of the Arts is an accredited institutional 
member of the National Association of Schools of Dance, Music, Theater and Art and Design.

About Artseen
New World School of the Arts’ BFA studios and exhibition space in Miami’s Wynwood Art District, Artseen 
was founded in 2009 with generous support from the Knight Foundation. Artseen is located at 2215 NW 
2nd Avenue. The space is open to the public during exhibitions and events.

YOUNG BLOOD: Homecoming 2012
August 4th- August 25, 2012

Young Blood: Homecoming | 2215 NW 2nd Avenue Miami, FL 33127 | www.youngbloodnwsa.wordpress.com

http://www.knightfoundation.org/home/
http://www.knightfoundation.org/home/
http://www.youngbloodnwsa.wordpress.com
http://www.youngbloodnwsa.wordpress.com

